INVASIVE EXOTICS

Burning Bush
Euonymus alatus
Bittersweet Family (Celastraceae)

What doesit look like? Burning bush, native to northeest Asg, isa
deciduous shrub that can grow to 12 ft. tall. The green branches and
twigs of this plant have four wide, corky wings. The crown of the

i burning bush is very dense and broad. The leaves are dliptica in shape
and turn a bright scarlet red in the fdl, giving it the common name,
burning bush.
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What habitats ar e threatened by this plant? Burning bush grows
well in full sun aswel as degp shade and in dry to relatively moig soils.
It ismogt problematic in open woods and in mature second growth
upland forests, pastures and hill prairiesin the East and Midwest.

How doesthis plant spread? Burning bush was introduced into the
U.S. in the 1860's as an ornamenta. Presently burning bush is used
extensvely in foundation plantings, hedges and highway plantings. Birds
are the primary spreaders of this plant. Seedlings are commonly found
in hill prairies and woodlands when ornamentd plantings of burning bush
are nearby.

How can it be controlled? Be sure not to plant this shrub. However, if burning bush is established, it can be
contralled by cutting and then painting the ssump with a glyphosate herbicide such as Roundup. Foliar soraying with
Roundup in early summer may be necessary where large populations are established. Follow directions on the |abel
when you apply any herbicide. Grest native plants to subgtitute for burning bush are strawberry bush (Euonymus
americanus),chokeberry (Aronia spp.), and spicebush (Lindera benzoin).
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